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same time, the Communists demanded a single-chamber
system, on the model of the Convention of 1793. Such an
arrangement was distrusted by both the Right and the Centre
parties as too demagogic and revolutionary in character. The
pattern of parliamentary government which emerged from the
series of compromises made necessary by the balance of parties
within the Constituent Assembly, and by popular rejection of
the first draft constitution, therefore avoided both these
extremes. In doing so it edged closer and closer to a repetition
of the arrangements of the Third Republic, which had been so
utterly rejected by the referendum of October 1945. The wheel
came full circle: and after a short experience of the working of
the new constitution it could be said with truth that 4the
Fourth Republic is already dead: it has given way to the
Third'. There is no more striking expression of the continuities
and permanence of the forces which mould French life and
politics than this remarkable reversion to type.
The most important substantial differences from the con-
stitution of the Third Republic are only two: the great weaken-
ing of the second chamber (the Conseil de la Republique] in
legislative power and in relation to the other chamber (the
Assembles nationale}; and the abolition, by Article 13, of the
former system of decrets-lois. Even so, the Council of the
Republic was given a voice in the election of the President and
in constitutional revision, and its 'opinion' is required on
legislation and its 'previous concurrence' for declarations of
war. Before long its members adopted the old title of'Senators*.
And although a government may no longer issue decrets-lois
because the National Assembly is forbidden to delegate its
right to vote iaws, it has other resources for direct administra-
tive action, including all the old pomvir reglementaire of the
executive in France.
The other changes are more spectacular than substantial.
The vote to women, guaranteed by the Preamble and already
in 1945 embodied in the electoral laws, appears to have made
no great difference to the working of the regime as compared
with the Third Republic. The elaborate arrangements by
which the National Assembly might be dissolved before the